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Report on the ISJC-General Assembly Frankfurt (GER) Saturday 14.12.02 
 
 
Present: Linda Allen (USA), Kirsten Barnow (Den), Candyce Bliss (Isr), Patrick A.Boelens (Bel), Alfred K Boll 

(Sui), Jonas Borup (Fin), Claude Bret (Fra), Sietske Buiskool Leeuwma (Ned), Gunar Burczyk 
(Ger), Dervilla Campbell-Grieve (Irl), Alexander Didczuhn (Ger), Hanno Dohn (Ger), Jon Doney 
(Gbr), Stephan Ellenbruch (Ger), Brigitta Gass (Sui), Joachim Geilfus (Ger), Frances Hesketh-
Jones Triulzi (Ita), Inga Holdt-Mencke (Ger), Ekkehardhard Krueger (Ven), Heikki Leeve (Fin), 
Colin Magg (Ger), Francis Michielsens (Bel), Liselotte Mueller (Aut), Samy Negm el Din (Egy), Paul 
Pereech (Ber), Jean-Pierre Quisquater (Bel), Jacqueline Schmeider (Ger), Liz Scott (Irl), Frank 
Spadinger (Aut), Fred van Dalfsen (Ned), Rogier van Iersel (Ned), Caesar von Walzel (Swe) 

Guests: Arno Gego (Ger), Christa Heibach, Ralf Hollenback, Alan Jones (Gbr), Christa Jung (Ger), Maja 
Stukelj (Slo), Cord Wassman (Ger)  

Excused: Jean Loup Caplain (Fra) 
 
 
The Chairman, Francis Michielsens who expressed his thanks to the German NF for their hospitality, opened 
the Assembly. He also warmly thanked all those present for making the journey to Frankfurt in order to 
participate in the Assembly. The Chairman gave a brief résumé of the past General Assemblies and indicated 
that the main purpose of the ISJC is to provide a service to the members, an example of which is the ISJC-
Newsletter. 
 
The Chairman reported that he was happy with the development of the Club over the past 12 months, 
indicating to those present that the number of members had now nearly reached 100, and that he hoped 
this would continue to grown in the year ahead. 
 
At this point, Caesar von Walzel took the floor to express his unhappiness about certain aspects of the 
management of the ISJC. It was his feeling that the members were being ignored, and he was 
uncomfortable with the fact that the Chairman had not produced an official report on the activity of 2002 
and that the General Assembly had not been called to order. The Chairman invited him to delay his 
intervention until the Assembly had arrived at point 6 on the Agenda. 
 
The Secretary General then submitted his verbal report on the closing year 2002. The quota of fully paid-up 
members had reached 91, and in December alone a further 12 members had joined for 2003. 
He described the principal matters discussed in the Management Committee’s meeting in March in Brussels, 
citing in particular the decisions to propose that the Club be opened to International and Candidate National 
Show jumping Course Designers and to redesign the Club’s website. 
 
The Treasurer submitted the financial report of 2001 and 2002, from which all could see that the financial 
situation of the ISJC is very healthy. He gave a brief outline of expenditures, underlining that one of the 
major costs was that of postage (necessary for the sending of the ballot sheets to all members) which 
confirmed his position regarding the importance of adopting e-mail as the principal means of 
communication. 
 
At this point, Ekkehard Krueger (Ven) intervened, stating that in his opinion it was essential that members 
received the financial statements sufficiently early in order to study them before being asked to approve 
them during the General Assembly. The Chairman and the Treasurer agreed that this was necessary, and 
gave the assurance that this would be done in future. Ekkehard Krueger then proposed that the accounts be 
independently audited, underlining that this was not prompted by any distrust of those presently responsible 
for drawing up the balance sheets, but merely to ensure that correct procedure was followed. The Chairman 
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fully agreed with this proposal, and suggested that the General Assembly waited until 2003 to approve the 
2002 accounts so. This proposal was unanimously accepted. 
 
The Chairman then requested that two members who had not put their names forward for election to the 
Board volunteer to count the ballot papers which were still sealed in their original envelopes. He explained 
how the blank ballot papers had been produced and mailed, expressing his belief that postal voting was the 
most satisfactory way to allow members to participate actively in the election of the Board. 63 ballot sheets 
had been received from the 91 members eligible to vote. The Secretary General made a brief intervention 
explaining that he has opened one of the envelopes before the General Assembly, as he had felt that it had 
been insufficiently heavy to contain a ballot sheet, but in fact this was not the case, as it was a completed 
ballot sheet. However, it was not the original, but a faxed copy, and he invited the counting officials to 
decide whether or not it was to be considered valid or defaced. 
 
Colin Magg stated that those standing for election should be present, and also proposed that the General 
Assembly vote to approve the system adopted to elect the Board for 2002. Caesar von Walzel how the 
decision to elect 5 Board members was arrived at, and who were the members stepping down.  
 
The Chairman explained that during the Management Committee meeting in Brussels, the decision was 
reached that all Board members would step down. He listed the resigning members, stating that they were 
too numerous and should not in his opinion exceed 9 in number. 
 
Ekkehard Kruger proposed that the number of members should always be uneven, and that deputy board 
members should also be appointed. 
 
The Secretary General explained that in his opinion it was unrealistic to expect overseas members to travel 
at their own expense to regular physically convened Board meetings, and that the way forward was to 
emulate the FEI by doing as much as possible by email and eventually also conference calls. 
 
The Chairman underlined the importance of having a truly international Board and there was some 
discussion on this subject. 
 
Caesar von Walzel stated that this was the ideal occasion for the General Assembly to vote on a decision 
regarding the number of members to constitute the Board, but despite some exchange of views on this 
matter, no vote was executed. The General Assembly did however vote unanimously to accept postal voting 
as a valid method of electing the Board on this and future occasions.  
 
The officials then declared the results of the vote count, which were as follows: 
 
Ballot sheets received:   63 
Valid ballot sheets:       61 
Francis Michielsens (Bel)  57 votes  
Frances Triulzi (Ita)   35 votes  
Rogier van Iersel (Ned)   35 votes  
Jon Francis Doney (Gbr)   26 votes  
Sietske Buiskool Leeuwma (Ned) 24 votes  
Jean Loup Caplain (Fra)   24 votes  
Hanno Dohn (Ger)   23 votes  
Rolf Peter Fuess (Ger)   14 votes  
Claude Bret (Fra)   13 votes  
Inga Holdt-Mencke (Ger   12 votes  
Mary Binks (Ken)   11 votes  
Jean Pierre Quisquater (Bel)    8 votes  
Caesar von Walzel     8 votes  
Edwin McAuley (Hkg)     4 votes  
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The General Assembly gave the mandate to Patrick Boelens to examine the optimum method to expand the 
Board to 9 members. 
 
The General Assembly voted unanimously to open membership of the Club to International and Candidate 
International Show jumping Course Designers. 
 
Caesar von Walzel (Fin) stated his position on correct procedures and expressed his doubts about the lack of 
respect for the rules as laid down in the Disc’s statutes. The new statutes were approved unanimously, as 
was the decision to review the statutes in order to give them greater structure in view of the aim of 
increasing the number of members. 
 
The Chairman then spoke of the Secretary General & Treasurer’s intention of not seeking re-election owing 
to lack of time because of his professional commitments. He thanked him for all the work invested in the 
ISJC since its inception, and presented him with a gift of a silver stirrup in recognition of his efforts. The 
Secretary General & Treasurer thanked all members for their support and for this final gesture. 
 
The miscellaneous items were then examined, in particular where to hold the 2003 General Assembly. The 
Chairman suggested Maastricht or Portugal, informing those present that an offer of hospitality had been 
forthcoming from one of the Club’s Portuguese members. The Assembly opted to entrust the final decision 
for the venue to the new Board. 
 
The thorny question of what per diem allowance Organizing Committees should be required to recognize 
Judges for their services was discussed. The Chairman informed those present that a figure of €100.00 had 
been suggested to the IAEO, but that this had been rejected, despite the fact that Dressage Judges receive 
US$100.00 per day. The Organizers feel that €80.00 per day is sufficient, plus €0.30 per kilometre and all 
board and lodging expenses. All those assembled generally agreed that personal financial restrictions should 
not prevent capable judges from officiating at events, and that a solution must be sought which satisfies all 
concerned. The Chairman said that in his official capacity as Chairman of the ISJC he would write to the NFs 
and OCs specifically indicated by individual members encouraging them to follow the guidelines he would 
propose for payment of per diem allowances. 
 
The matter of annual ISJC subscription fees was then addressed, and it was unanimously decided that for 
2003 these would remain unaltered at SFr 150.00 for joining members, and SFr 75.00 for renewals. 
However, as from 2004, all transactions will be executed in Euros, and the fees will be €100.00 and €50.00 
respectively. 
 
Caesar von Walzel then spoke about the work being carried out by the ILPH (International League for the 
Protection of Horses), and proposed that the ISJC should vigorously promote the activity of this worthy 
charity, in primis by becoming a collective member and also by taking a stand regarding both the appalling 
circumstances in which slaughter horses are transported and all general instances of cruelty and abuse to 
horses. This proposal was warmly received by all present. He also suggested that the ISJC institute a Fair 
Play award, but as the terms of this were deemed too complicated to establish, it was passed over on this 
occasion. 
 
The Chairman concluded the Assembly by once more thanking all those present for their contribution, 
assuring them that all pertinent information regarding the constitution of the Board and the individual duties 
that would be assumed by members would me made available to all concerned at the earliest opportunity.  
 
As there were no points left on the Agenda, the meeting was closed. 
 
 
Patrick A Boelens 
Secretary General 


